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November 1, 1993

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
BGU DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR TO SPEAK AT EIU
CHARLESTON, IL--Programs change. Professors change. Sometimes, these changes come together in a serendipitous way for the
growth and evolution of both the program and the professor. Such
is the case with the Chicago State University Developmental
Mathematics Program and Howard Silver.
Silver, who recently was named the Board of Governors
Universities Distinguished Professor for 1993-94, will be on the
Eastern Illinois University campus this week to discuss how he
and csu•s Developmental Mathematics Program grew and nourished
each other.
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His talk on "The Evolution of Program and Professor" is at
12:30 p.m. Thursday in Eastern's Lumpkin Hall, Room 122. It is
free and open to the public.
Today, all colleges and universities are facing the task of
reinforcing incoming students' basic skills, particularly in
mathematics, writing and reading. At csu, Silver has taken the
challenge to reinvent a program that confronts the deficiencies
and anxieties that CSU students face in mathematics.
His innovative and creative approaches have had a demonstra-more-
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ble effect on students' retention and progress toward their

degrees and are what earned him the most prestigious faculty
honor in the BGU System.
He will discuss his many initiatives in tutoring, teaching
and testing as they have been implemented in a program with about
60 sections and over 25 different instructors every term.
Silver will also talk about a writing-across-the-curriculum
component in this mathematics program, which reinforces the
students' writing skills, forces them to verbalize the abstract
concepts of mathematics and helps them address their complex
personal feelings (positive and negative) toward mathematics.
He will focus on the implementation of such a writing
component in a many-sectioned mathematics program: what the
topics are, how the papers are graded and how the program has
been accepted.
Silver has been at Chicago State University since 1972 and
has worked in the Developmental Program there since 1974. He is
the author of seven textbooks, ranging from Basic Mathematics to
Algebra and Trigonometry.
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